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EDITORIAL

It is with a deep sense of commitment to erudition that I pn?sent to you
Volume 5 (1) of ‘ONA’ Journal of English Language and Literature for
the year 2020. The Department of English & Literary Studies, Kogi
State University, Anyigba has been and will continue to bear thF cost
~of publishing the journal for the dissemination of the literary inquisition
of not only its staff, but from scholars around the world.

| y sincere appreciation goes to the members of the editorial board ‘fnr
their cooperation and support. I thank, most especially, Mr Oyibo

Lastly, we wish to welcome your scholarly articles and review papers
in the forthcoming 5, (2) and other editions

f, In the course of reading, any errors are detected, it is highly regretted.
Happy Reading!

Obaje, A. Anthony Ph.D
Editor
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€ paper is concerned with a mood analysi igeri -

= e A Vsis of selected Nigeria Centre for Disease
Control (NCDC) text messages on CO l 2 f

DINTOL (INC VID-19 health tions. Using Halliday's
A ThA ! precau g Halliday
ﬁ Pﬁﬂ*:gggg Sysiem within Systemic Functional Linguistics (hereafter SFL), fifieen

out of* fﬂpﬂ-ﬁ ve fext messages were purposively selected and grouped into forty-
two clauses to know the types of mood choice used by NCDC in sensilizing
1| Nigerians, and the most frequenily used mood in the text messages and what
essitates its predominance. The findings revealed imperative, declarative,
intérrogative and minor sentence as lypes of mood choice in the lext messages.
Imperative mood is the most frequently used mood which calls on all Nigerians to
action on the precautions given in the text messages al the right time. NCDC
ce of imperative mood is meant fo command, order, warn or drag the recipients
Yo do its wish concerning COVID-19 health precautions. Declarative mood is used
BWNCDC fo provide information on the novel disease; interrogative mood occurs
i (0 give room for predominance of imperative mood, and one instance of minor

, / acts as a reminder to Nigerians to remember the rules guiding social
senlence during Sallah celebration. Since NCDC ﬁ.'d:r a sense of sensitizing over
fla_ he; {::IE.* bﬂ irsgm'f of language, its text messages which are meant for sensitizing
P::;ﬂiﬂu ~ : ke use of well selected words and phrases that is, conforming 1o a

lysis done in this study will enhance beiter understanding

particular style. Tthe ana he mood choice or interpersonal metafi

ol Ll om the m unction
%{!ﬁﬂfﬂﬂg ;:xfpmmes;;ﬁﬁ Jr 17 interpersonal communication in choosing
1 = - will, he

¥ | BSERECIYE: language and mood chaice in sensitizing e e g po s sy
g e o e nis to disseminate.
| intended message the sender wa

: e
ords: Mood choice;
|.'-‘.:-

- .ation when there is need 1o pass across
| ?Ilf::;;e engage in comm““:l'—‘:'ansuugcminfonnmim, s'he thinks of the

t ths‘:;ﬂin d the target audience. Language is used as a
jon

;3!

2]

&

COVID-19; text messages; NCDC.

s nsiﬁzi ng,

171
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means of passing information between two or more people, "-'-'htcll:‘ E:l:ig bgdm::__: o
of written or spoken, linguistic and nonlinguistic elements in whi TOSTWED
first send the message to a receiver could again either be a rccr.‘.:wetl_' o VIS NE
(Festus M. Onipede, 2018). Human beings engage in communication whenithey
have ideas to share to one another. When corona virus was discovered in Nigeria
Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) is Saddled with the respnnslhll__l_lt
sensitizing Nigerians via text messages. Here, the context of the text messag
considered for interpersonal communication. Intﬂlrpcrsunal ml:tafuﬂg
according to Michael Halliday (1985), involves interaction between two or.
people which are realised through contextual configuration of tenor, ‘mood 3

modality. _—

The present study delves into mood analysis of selected Nigeria Ceny-u“%
Disease Control (NCDC) text messages which sensitise Nigerians on COWP&?,
health precautions as given by health authorities. In our view, the text messgggs
seem 10 be the best means of passing across information to Nigerians. The text
messages which are sent via mobile phones make use of well-selected chuicgs%z
choice of Short Messages Service (SMS) is simply selected with grammatical
simplicity and lexically dense (Eggins, 2004, 197-198), (4

This study hopes to contribute to the recent discourse on COVID-19
examining the selected mood in the text messages, the choice of most frequently
used mood, and necessitates the dominance of the frequently used mood. Only a
very few attempts seem to have been made on the concern of the present study -
mood analysis of NCDC text messages, hence the need for this study. :

Previous Studies y:
Few researches are centred on health discourse (Adeii
language and health communication Strategies towards : S e
- : L - ﬂff
communication programmes in Nigeria. Their study is cue:;:cegub!}fh mﬁ
problems u(ng?nan health practices and discovered that e rmed with
population lives in the rural areas. greater number

Adejimola et al (2010) ex

iti : Speeches
transitional markers, repetition, alliterati Ihmug

: on, > e
theme or subject matter of the discoy “onance and pronoun to PWJF‘

Vid-
In the same vein, Onipede (j 19 pandemic In Nigeria

b 4 # n - i .I_. Ir.'. s
reactions of Nigerians toward COWD-lgpr?;sJ CXamines (he pragma-semioti
classified under four semantjc fields: bucin e rcVeals thay ;

abiding, poverty: striking and  sajiricq] posts " vation and profit-orient ed, I

172
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ﬂ_;;lcgms lowards. Corong Vins

meant for mockery anq mssihmpﬂhdcmif: health precautions, and it is mainly

COVID-19 lockdown. ty of returning to normal life activities before
From the foregoing revi :
none of them has imfﬁ“gg review on COVID-19 pandemic and other discourses,

| ted the mood analysi

VID-1 : 3 analysis of NCDC SMS text messages on
fs?s 'papcrzf::‘: :xm;;?:: I&lmmmmi““‘-’* and tips. The questions to be addressed in
gfm frequently used mood Ch};ﬁe = lﬂlfiected moods in NCDC text message

. text messages, and what necessitates the
minance of the most frequently used mood. |

o
Theoretical Framework

-: 'L‘ hfmri_:"’m“ﬂl metafunction enables language user to participate in
sommunicative acts with other people, to take on role and to express and understand
i?ﬂh“% attitude and judgement. Interpersonal metafunction is concerned with the

lysis of grammar. of a clause as exchange and it is realised by the system of

100d and modality. The!interpersonal metafunction involves at least two people

(communicators). Hence, it is innately-unavoidably a two-way systematic activity

(Thompson, 2014). Giving and demanding are acts of communicative exchange,

&iﬁh involve some form of commodity, the choice of the commodity is between
xchange information, that is, takes on the form of proposition, or exchanging

suods-and- services, that is, takes on the form of proposal. For illustrations, let us
nsider the examples below.

mi. Who bmugpht COVID-19 to Nigeria? (information exchange-proposition).

ii.  When did Nigeria Govemmm::lj):clam lockdown in Lagos, Ogun and FCT?

' jon exchange proposal).
il %?:2“;:?1;1; palliat%vepfﬂr the lockdown (Goods-and-services eéxchange,

L
; ?;Ts?;tc your part and give me mine, please (Goods-and-services
i exchange, proposal)-

es in communication, he is performing a role to

i .Whene?ﬂ;afﬁak;:nﬁdgi‘mc or listener, here, the nud‘icme supply

ﬁek -||1|_f1:.u'rmm'::'1111.I aker (Halliday, 1995). Hﬂlhdny.nnd Matthiessen (2014)

r_ Imfcinnalmn to t ¢ SP‘-'f elationships between communicators - the speech roles

V] ‘provide two domains © * These are interactive processes that demonstrate turn-

{ and commodity :xchﬂl:!ﬂs ibilities between the addresser and addressee. In addition,

'} laking normative respo realised by nominal groups, while the finite is
)

the subject and cun‘t]:llzl‘r:;':l ?th: verb and the predicate is realised by the non-
realised by the tense

€ er of any language can make use of mood
- bal group. A US of an
tense element of the Ver

cies of choices available. Halliday {15;94} identifies two
¥ 4 5 5.= X . s A - = 7 ]
.iilek._m which involyes ey imperative. Indicative mood is divided into two

jor moods - indicallgﬂlwﬂ For every speech role, a speaker expression of
all 1 ro .
declarative and 1nter

o
d
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thmugh the mood system
Moreover, Osisanwo (2003, 68) identifies jussive options: (o ‘-‘:Ip
command, e. g. get out! And nun-jusswe, the opposite of jussive (Let her Eﬂﬂ'ﬁr
He further subdivides non-jussive into volitive and optative. Optative and Wﬂﬁ:
are used to express a wish or permission. E. g. let him get out of the room (volitive)
and non-jussive volitive clause has unseen performer power in uttcrances. -
' Under the semantic system of speech, three arms of the exchange are move,
nitiating and commodity. The move considers the addressee as initiating a
communicative enquiry that requires feedback from the addressee. The 1ml:l§fing
role is meant for the addressee to either giving or demanding. The cnmnmdl
being connected by the initiating role of addresser for exchange of 1nfum1atiu or
goods-and-services.
According to Halliday (1987, 112), as cited in Onipede (2016), a
realises three layers of meaning that are "present in every social context,
lcxlcugrammar system' of transitivity, mood, and theme are at work in t
conversion of semantic metafunctions into structural patterns." Mood distinguishes
between declarative, interrogative and imperative sentences. A clause is analysed
into mood and residue; subject'and finite (mood element). The residue is the lﬁ?ﬁf
the functions in the clause {pmdmatmn, complements and adjunct s) (BI or &
Bloor, 2004, 46). The mood system is summarised in figure | below. i

(Al i
Inkinte  Intiation | lnp-ulqu-n U]

Tyre "
_Move | Expected [ {
_l-npn_;luwih _Eﬂ-humr D} {

Tyre !

P S il L

For the purpose of this study, we shall adopt Hﬂllidu}r
semantic system of mood resources because of j

comprehension.

& Matthiessen’ s Y
IS simplicity, clari *
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1 'q 1¢ semantic system of m
jEdethodology

. Tht:*dala for this study were taken from the text messages NCDC sent to the
esearchers and other colleagues mobile phones. The data were drawn from
EDC Fext messages between the months of March and August 2"", 2020. The
population of the data is restricted to 15 out of 25 text messages. Other 10 text
messages are discarded because they have similar features with the ones we
mtau;cd for our analysis. The text messages are broken down to clauses for mood
analysis. Each text message is grouped into texts] to 15, and each text is further
subdivided to 42 clauses. In our analysis, we retain S, F, P, C and A which stand
for subject, finite, predicator, complement and adjunct respectively. 'K' and “©’
stand for clause and null finite respectively. We therefore adopt descriptive and
interpretative technique. The frequency of the mood is presented on table 2 to show
their occurrence in terms of percentage.

0od resources (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2014, 136)

Data Presentation and Analysis
el t l

K1

‘There

ey

Mnn;I Residue

Kz N

The best ways to protect Are to wear a mask

T i A e TRy .
+ Wi P o e el o s

Residue

5'3 ' our hands Oft

Practice physical pash 4 b
Residue

Text 2

EI_ he number of covid-19 reported by NCDC

Remember then cases . ——

‘ ; e VT

i1 j Clloaes

w ——
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Residue

are
Residue
K2

Don't (neg. wait to be a victim
polarity

nud Res:duc

Text 3

K1

A face mask can spread Disease if not hlmllad

Mood o RO R esid e i =3

Res unsihili

i

e mme e s — e o _I.

Resu]u ‘

our hnnds

Residue

K4

do not (neg. share And Always wash before
yolari LRSS — :

Residue
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fovid- Is  real so Are Risking their  to the
19 many of lives protect  rest of

Kl

Did  you know that the of in depends on

| seriousness covid-  patients many
factors

-

A
SN

Rlgesd.S; ub ) Pl niikG
Mood

Some  who test may remain  But Can still spread

positive the
discase :

:'}'nu go about work or Wear a face mask

Uiness

177
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K2
“Was | our hands

Text? 3
K1 b
- TheNCDC  is supporting States to  control

covid-19

o - PPTATTS

K2
Please follow rules put in to Nigerians S0 we can
place protect that stop the
" disease
C together

Text8
K1 #_
Please don't Consume  any claiming to covidl9
__mixtures be vaccine

P27 Gl

L approved for covidl9
- _____drugs or vaccine
Mood

Residue
K3
Thcacslmlants Can Cause = —
<1 e R g . 4 : -_.--I _
Mood

Residue
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‘ext9

corona virus by changing all surfaces
frequentl

————— i

due E
K2
high-contact Include door handles stair rail and

aces tables

ST FITTRL, 77 & TR e (A T L GO
Mood. Residue

Textl0

%

K1

wearing a mask mril:l-lil

Residue

nur.l

h:% —— hand frequent sia 2 away and common
in . was an ly y metre from disinfe ly
additio h s s other ct touched
n to 5 surfaces
-'-.fncr.-

179



T people Should  worship  athome
over 50

Residue
Textl2 5
LS hat? carry (il
“wearing  helps protect Us from ry 4
' droplet
EBRETFL - P lu.s CLansAus. it
‘Mood. Residue
Take responsibility  for your And for you
health loved ones
; Biin e TR PR ] (. H _::._..
Residue
Text 13 |
Kl
o restiictions 5 in force in FCT, Lll“
| and Abuja e

Mood - — T

Residue
m B
You —
Mood Residue —
bt
o
ingan

EEsT,. 1 e



information exemptions Visit

covidl9.

S —

over '#'EI';..jchitunic = 5o o or' death from
Reg i L B more complications covidl9
risk

protect your loved
nes

tesidue

lext15

put

in by  health
nuthnrin:s

So we of Corona

Residue

181 n
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[able2: Summary of Mood Analysis in the Data

' Mood Class Frcq?unc?'
A Distribution

iscussion . - i od
t" ; The table above shows that there 1s a predominance of imperative maogﬁqn
our data while the imperative sentence occurs 26 times (Glg.’;ﬁ), d:EIEEI ative :W_glﬁﬁ
4 times (33.3%), interro ative mood occurs 01 time (2.4%), an minor Sel _
L imes (3300 hood followed! b
its

occurs 01 time (2.4%). The dominance Of imperative | _
he circumstances surrounding the text messages

. declarative is motivated by t me L
* genre. Imperative mood is predominantly used by NCDC in sensitiSIng Nigerians
" mainly for meaning making process. NCDC makes use of imperative mood {0
" instruct, command and order Nigerians to follow the rules put in place by health
| authorities. NCDC intention is to guide and monitor the recipients of the text

messages o comply with necessary precautions that could further spread ng)-
19 pnnd‘;htmc. : ; . e ] P+
3 e use of :ml?crahvc_muod is very significant in the text messages. The
highest frequency of imperatives suggests that the text messages do mu::}‘%iu
asking or giving information, rather they also request and command the recipients.
The imperative mood is used to sensitise the target audience/recipient so as to
follow COVID-19 pandemic health precautions. For examples in almost all our
data, we have the use of 'practice... (T1, K3), ‘don't wait... (T2 ?(sz ";ﬁ';ic
responsibility (T2, K3; T3,K2; T4,K2;T6,K1; T12, K2; e ) s
m K3: T6.K2), 'd - 4 - ’Tla* K-4): W&Sh}'ﬂllrhands
(16, K3), "ol ), 'do not...(T3, K4), '...wear a face mask (T6, K1), 'stay at least.
[6, K3), 'follow rule... (T7, K2), "...don't consume... (T8, K1 " event O,
Virus... (T9, K1), "... wash hand nsume... (1.8, K1),1prevent Coigns
Eid. (TH K2 ! : S {TIO: Kz)t- SIB,}' 2 metres... {Tlﬂ K3 " e
- (T11, K2), " wear a mask' (11 K3), 'maintain physical distancing =
KoY ioizy ot ornct (T3, K2) W VIsiL covid-I9. 0 (ot K s (Til,
protect...’ (T14, K2), 'do not travel...' (T15, K1) and 'f Enl Kjaks cm-ﬂﬁd
The use of declarative mood is mitam 1{; infi ollow rule..' (T15, K2). =
COVID-19 pandemic health precautions kn“wn": orm and make an idea about
(Ni Irkqms the mystery behind corona virus nﬂdlhe public. The declarative
¥jpcsian) of the text messages 1o take precautio nd the need for the recipients
o r:c product/service are the messages NCDC d nairy measuresy e hicdcice
' ipients need to behold. For exampl cclares as health precautions that
there is no verified ples, NCDC declares in th : .
yourself ed remedy for COVID-19' (T1, K1), "The best s 1o orcteet
L ica o lo wear a face mask' (T1,K2), 'alface m s best vays (Ol
properly’ (T3, K1), 'remember the number nl;'ﬁcsnn PIead diseas
VID-19 cases reported

[ '



depends on many factors?!)

. Iﬂ“f%l .‘"fu
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by NCDC are human haiv - - «.
mood, (see T4, K ‘a_r; :}; ";{gs like you' (T2, K1). For more examples of declarative
by NCDC shows tl;m it 3 & 4; T12,K1; T14, K1). The use of declarative mood
about the novel disease ::' saddled with the responsibility of providing information
it 1s their responsibilit 1a text messages. Once the messages get to the recipients,
regulations. Y 10 take action by following the laid down rules and
o In : Lo
e errogative mood (;ld you know that the seriousness of covid-19 patients
- : : Ceurs once in the text messages, which gives room for
;;ﬂ?ﬂ;ﬁ:ﬁz:?ggfxiw mood. It shows that the text messages do not give

b € recipien ;

followin g the Spieciﬁed v pients but command them to take action by
The use of minor sentence depicts that NCDC wishes to remind Nigerian to
rcn'!ember the rules re.s.lncting social gathering which it thinks people may violate
;i_}l??glff}llah celebration. We have instance of minor sentence thus: 'Happy Sallah'
Furthermore, subject and finite are the two components of mood system.
The residue contains functional elements such as predictors, complements and
adjuncts. The elements of the residue dominate the imperative. The dominance of
imperative mood reveals that NCDC is calling on Nigerians to take action (the
predicator), what to do (the complement) and when to do/ where to do so (adjunct).
Also, the dominance of imperative structures is NCDC intention to order,
command, warn or drag the audience to do its wish concerning the given COVID-
19 health precautions. The declarative mood is used by NCDC to support its
choice. It is obvious that before NCDC order people to take
of all declared the precautionary measures through
reduction in declarative mood is a deliberate attempt

imperative mood
action, it would have first
declarative mood. Hence, l!lc +
lo appeal and encourage Nigerians.

Conclusion : d system of NCDC

£ xamined the mood syste text messages. The
\ This paper llai a:lt 10 sensitise Nigerians to follow COVID-19 pandemic
lext messages are m revealed imperative, declarative, interrogative and

; ings :
health precautions. 'll;:z f{':?d mﬂ'%'d choice in the text messages. Imperative mood is

 short sentence as by <ed mood which calls on all Nigerians to take action on the
L

the most frequcnﬂ}" essages at the right time. NCDC choice of imperative
precautions given in the texl:j“ nrdEr, warn or dmg_lhc mcipiems to do its wish
Mood is meant O comman h' ecautions. Declarative mood is used by NCDC to
19 health P sease; interrogative mood occurs once to give

Eﬂnceming COV]D' u\"#l di i ‘
Provide information 0N the 0 e mood, and one instance of minor sentence

' uy o . !
'oom for predominance ofj lmpers remember the rules guiding social gathering

- erians Lo 118 IV :
acts as a reminder 10 !‘;'gcnunsnnm}-sis done in this study will enhance better
during Sallah celebration: oxt MESSAEES

from the mood choice or interpersonal
Understanding of sensitisil

183
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‘metafunction perspective. It will also help in interpersonal communication in
choosing appropriate language and mood choice in sensitising the receivers based

on the intended message the sender wants 10 disseminate.
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