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‘( c(;“igL[ilt\\aveel1 the built and the
natural environment is fundamental. AS
human population and affluence grow. o0
does the variety of uses to which !and must
be put- from mere agriculture to mcludl!lg
residential, and thereafter came industrial
and commercial land uses. Nowadays,
perhaps we can separately identify
technological and chemical land uses.
This land however, being the physical
aspect of the earth's surface around which
the totality of natural environment
revolves, is fixed in supply and the choice
on it is always between use and
preservation. The more of it man use up
the less the natural environment
preserved. Apart from direct
transformation of specific portions of
earth surface, there are a host of other
influences exerted by the use of built up
areas on the larger environment. In
particular, the built environment is
associated with the following:

1) conversion of natural greenery
into asphalt and concrete surfaces
in terms of roads, buildings and
other engineering structures;

11) felling of trees for construction
activities; and

1i1) degrading of environmental
qualities resulting from
deforestation, desert
encroachment, soil erosion and
various forms of pollution (air,
water and land) which are by-

products of the built environment.

Per}_laps, the last of effect of the built
environment mentioned above appears to
have drawn attention most. According to

[68]

Karpagam (2003), the world's lleag!ng
cities are now par excelleqce overloading
the environment with noxious substances
contained in our daily consumption and

production activities.

POSITION OF TREE PLANTS : :
The fact remains that in spite his
modifying activities, modern urban
dweller still values nature and sustainable
physical development is actuallydbelng
hinged on greenery of the urban landscape
(Overbeke, 2008). Since the days of
industrial revolution, the hlthert.o clear
and natural atmosphere has been invaded
by what has been termed 'greenhouse
gases' (carbon IV oxide, methane, nitrous
oxide e.t.c.). The gases are known to act as
insulating blanket trapping heat from the
sun thereby leading to increased average
surface temperature of the earth (global
warming). Global warming is expectedly,
a global concern and several strategies are
being devised to mitigate its effect. At the
domestic level, some opt for energy
saving compact fluorescent light bulbs
and in terms of automobiles, hybrid cars
are being developed. These efforts are
lopsided, which may reduce the amount of
carbon released but would not effectively
restore quality to the environment. In any
case, they are expensive remedial
measures. Rather, tree planting has
become a more universally accepte.” )f

alternative. 4
fl

Tree planting campaign is spreading fasi‘_{
either to fight desertification and erosica )
at the national or regional level, to restore -
some future to the rapidly depleting fores’ )
Iesources, to address global warming or =
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_oulate the temperature in an

vironment. In f:.lct, tree planting hag
:\‘;gmc SO pervasive a practice and its
- nefits eulogized that its adverse effects
\ ¢ been substantially underplayed. But

. -aeQ7
why trees !

within the built environment either along
iriveways, walkways or around and
within walled premises; tree plants are
reknowned for their catalogue of benefits.
These often include, inter alia:

i) removal of greenhouse gases from
the atmosphere. Carbon IV oxide
are absorbed by trees and
transformed into living matter-
roots, trunks, branches, leaves and
flowers (Vargas, 2008);

release of vital oxygen into the
atmosphere in exchange for their
carbon IV oxide intake;

trees help to regulate ‘air
temperature affording a more
natural cooling effect than can be
achieved by air conditioning in
spite of the amount of fossil fuel
that must be burnt for this latter
artificial approach;

roots and leaves of trees help filter
storm water thereby enhancing
water quality in the environment;
along driveways, trees have been
known to encourage motorists to
drive slower, perhaps due to the
consciousness to avoid head-on
collision with the trees and the
relaxed environment that trees
répresent;

trees act as break to wind and
Sometimes, even sound waves;
they can hold storm water in soil

£

i)

1v)

V)

vi)

vii)
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Ther_eby reducin
erosion:

tr;es produce habitat for local
wildlife like birds, thus enhancing
naturalness ofthe environment:
the. shade of trees have been
claimed to contribute to durability
of asphalt and concrete surfaces of
the built environment
(McPherson, 2008);

trees have scenery quality that
may outweigh the more expensive
Ornamental additions to
structures;

studies have confirmed that the
presence of tree plants within and
around premises actually enhance
PO Ppre Ly y 3"l u'e's
(McPherson,2008); and

trees act as boundary markers.

g incidents of soil

viii)

1X)

X1)

Xii)

Of course, the list is inexhaustible. What,
then, is the concern of property managers?

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
FUNCTIONS AND CHALLENGES
FROM GREENERY
The built environment is a composite of
several land uses - circulation, residential,
commercial and industrial all of which
must interrelate efficiently and effectively
without compromising the larger
environment. Various professionals are
usually engaged in the birth of the built
environment ranging from the Planner,
the Architect, retinue of Surveyors and
Engineers. However, while some find
relevance at conception, others during the
pre-natal and yet others at thSe birth sta(ge.
Property Management Surveyor (or,
glh:onterp;lpgary term, Facility Manager)
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