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- SELE-CONCEITTRATTS AND ENTREPRENEURIAL ORIENTATION AS
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Abstract
A descriptive research approach was used (o detenhine the prazllcllama_/ self-concept trait
and enireprencurial orientation on students® academtc performance. The sample consisted of
Awo hundred private secondary school students in Sagamu LGA. Data was collected through
"o combination of welf-developed quewmnumre mgged “self-concept trails z/ue.slmnnulre and
“Sutdenty” Entreprenceurial Oridmation Index" respectively. The data phtained was analyzed " |
uxing multiple regression cmalw.v correlation' co-efficient and z-1est .slcm.sucal tools at 5% '
error margin. - Results indicated significant prcdlclwn of the lmh.pemlc'nl variables on ‘the
criterion variable; self-concept was a potent ‘predicior of academic performance; gender
difference was observed in the self-concept trait of the students; and 1o gender difference

_ way recorded in the entrepreneurial behaviour and academic performance of the students. I
was recommended that effective school-based guidance programme tshould be “used in

]

- enhancing the self-concept, self-efficacy and self-esteem of Ihesludelm , et ok A

1 ¥ ) r . i
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Inll oduction
The world loday is drastically changing from the quest for cducation that gocs hcyond _]ll\l
papcr th[‘ ication. Rather the world nceds people who are confident of themsclves and able
lo maximize the cconomic potentials of an area. Studies have shown that thc unduc
importance that is attached to certification or paper qualification has brought about various
academic malpractices that our nation is cxperiencing today. .In the words of Olatoyc (2006).
"‘1n Nigeria, you can only sccure appointment into most of the vacant positions only if you
posscss. ccrtain certificates to show that you have passcd certain cxdmlmllom Also,
Balogun (1995) obscrved that romouon of tcachers and principals in ccrt.xm placcs dcpcnds
on the success of their students 1 their final examination. ' i.
Ilowever, mental ability of students cannot stand on its own to ensure succcss but to somc
‘exlent on varying affcctive factors (Osamuyl 2000). Ie suggests takmg studcnts totality
including scll-factors in order L0’ minimize poor academic performance. Interests, motivation, |
.. age of the child, as well as student behaviour were 1dcnl1['1.cd by Agbi (2006) to be some
dcamers’ characteristics that lmpcdc academic performance. Ukucze (2007) reported that
gender is a significant factor in the dctermination of academic performance, as the female
subjects of his study cognitively outpelformed their male counterparts;, Maisamari (2006)
lalso rcported that girls who succced in 1]cmam1ng in schools usually cxccl

What is Self-Concept? ; o ~ . Z i :
In all spheres of life, the word self-concept is not new. It means different lhmgs to dilferent
“people. In the context of this study, sclf-concept is the way an individual per CCIVC himself or

: . P
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herselll Tt iy one's own opinions about onesell” (personal self-coneept), onc's perceptions
about how one, is regurded by others (social sell-concept); and what or how onc waould like o
be (scll~ideas) (Gule Lineyelopedin of Psychology, 2001; Warficld, 2002).,

Ielmke (1994) in Olatoye (2006) alfirmed that the scll-concept of _'ucudcmic ability, that is, |
school relnted competencies ane netivities, is of particular Interest. for cduecational practice

(i

4 p “and has been of very active rescarch, One,of the difficultics which pcople experience in most
¥ S5 arcas is:closcly:related tq the ways they sce themscelves (Okwubunka, 1997: Umoinyang,™
s ; : ;
. 1999, Olu;()yc. 2006). i | ! ;
7 ; i, Limpirical findings have revealed that sclf-concept is a valudble cducational objective that
08 helped,in impréving other: learning outcomes and positively related o academic acliicvement ’

(Lclmke, 1974; Sanders, Ficld & Diego, 2001). Lifforts have been made by many rescarchers

to improve and cnsute suceessful or positive academie performance npd achicvement. Onc of

v such cfforts is the boosting of the scll-concept of -the Iearner. As 1;'ighlly notcd by Combs
* (1962) 'in Ayodcle (2003) “‘thc most important single causc of a person’s success or f[ailure |

cducationally has to tlo with qucstion of what he belicves aboul himscl"f". ' :

ool A S
PR
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Concept of Entreprencurial Orientation’ ; : it
Lintreprencurial orientation is.perceived as an cconomic stimulator which tends to foster small
~ scale busincss. As 'r_ighlly notcd by Ilolland (2002) “dn cntreprencurial person is the onc who
organizes, opcratcs, and .assumes the risk of business vcnlurcsi cspecially impresario
An cntreprencurial character is usually obscssive, [ocused, articulate, and -

“ _«(managcer)”.

e resourccful. They arc also typically charismatic lcaders and tend to be introspective with

‘ cxccllent listening skills (Alebiosu & Akix:l'tayo, 2006). i S

i Iowcver, creating a change in' the mental oricntation of our students from the take-a-job -
e'é. ' mentality to the make-a-job mentality can be perfectly enhanced through centreprencurial -

2" .oricntation and intcgrationuinto .our cducational system. Alebiosuiand Akintayo (2006)) -

.. cmphatically proclaimcd that “toda'y’sbducation:)l systcm prcparcs t§ students to lch-i;—job

i X " upon cgmplcliou of the training”.
. . \ ¢
Rescarches have shown that cntreprencurial oricnlqlion play a kcy;. rolc iu_ thc cconomic
development of a nation, cven the cc!ucalional-scctor. I’d}' insta_ncc,";ljcvic (1999) rc_.:portcc}
~ ' hat cntreprencurial oricntation in our cducational system right from middle school will help
=" he students in improving their acadcmic skills, develop workplace litcracy; become cducated -
 and ¢mpowerced cofsumer; become good risk taker and learn. [rom [a'ijprc, (0 mention a few.
5 Jude (2003), Sapiro (2002), and Sarumi (2004), sccs cntrcprencurial cducalidn as

| devclopmental process that provides jthe context for learning other basic skills and motiviting

. _students to want to lcamn.+ o il .

ity

G 5 sLeltiale

B Alchiosu & Akintayo (2006) reported a recent survey among American TTigh School students
- (hoth male and femalc) which was conducted by Chan (2005). The study revealed that why
B °  both genders.arc aware of their entreprencurial knowledge dcficicncics. The female students - -
| arc most awaré¢ of the deficit, which could bec discouraging them ([romi pursuing .
ad g cntreprencurial carcers. There was a strong interest among the female students but not as -
§¢ ' stong as the entreprencurial- interest of the male students. Onc perceived reason for this |
T difference-is that the female students lose sclf-confidence because they are so pereeptive of
i X their Iack.of cntreprencurial knowledge. . White and Sharks (1999),: Williams & Tumbull
I R LT : ‘ i
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(1997) in their ditterent stadion rovealed that due to male overconlidenge, females still have a
higher success rate than males' entreprencurinl ventures,

Statement ol Problem
To be able 1o cope with the present day challenges within our cducutional industry for

national development, our ndalescents, who are the hopes of lomorrow must be empowered
with necessary skills that will make them relevant, apd be uble to subdue hindrunees that may
pmvunl them (rom translating their dreams o real tes,  Inothis knowledge era, whu.h the
"world is, the most valuable resource ol uny country is ity" inherent intellcctual usscys.” Thus,
the youngsters in our schools must be enhanced to be sound acadcrnically, ablc to prepare for
Jife with enough knowledge ol ereating wealth through sclf-cimploymént and for them (o

‘cxplou. opportunity more creatively. ; :

Bc that as it may, there is un urgent need to determine the exact contnbuuon of v.cll'-conccpl
and entrepréneurial orientation which have been conlirmed (o have a sighilicant rclationship
"w:lh academic success (Ilclmke, 1994} Sanders ct al., 2001; Alcbiosu & Akintayo, 2000;
k “Levie, 1999; Olatoye, 2006). ‘There is obvious necd to cstabllqh also whcther these variables
u whcn taken | together “arc good predictors of academic. success for the purpose of
)J mdcpcndcncy and national devclopment, And if they arc, which of*the variables would best
predict academic success. “The focus of this study therelore, is to cmplrlg_.llly determine
Wwhether scll-concepl and cutreprencurial - opientation  are collccuvcly or uuhudually
pxcdu,lou. of acadcmic success.
| § g . .
Ru;e weh Iypotheses e
Ilhc Tollowing rescarch hypolhcscs were postulalcd to guide-the (.onduc.l of the- sludy and
“stested at .05 alpha level of significance: - '
¢ 1. There is no significant~combined cffcct of stlf-wm.cpl lmu and u\lupunuul.\l
. oricntation on students’ academic performance. - -
. 2. There is no significant rclative contnbutlon of cach of the mdcpcndcnl v.umhlcs on
the eriterion Variable,
3. There is no significant differcnce between male and fcmale studcnls sclf-concept
trait, entreprencurial oricntation and academic pcrfommncc . :

- ;

S

¢

NECLIT

ﬁ:l\'f_clhodology | : :

ZDesjgn: . The stidy adopted the dcscupnvc survey of an cxpost facto dcs1gn. Ex-post

facto design was considered applopudle for this study beciuse the variables of

-~ intcrest had alrcady occhrred and no altempt waSt madc by 1hc rcqearchcrg to
W . manipulatc any of the variables. ;

ample and Sampling Techniques: The population 0[' the xludy compnscs of Scmm

Sccondary School Students in Sagamu Local Government Alca of Ogun Stalc.

Ifive Sccondiry Schools were randomly sclectéd [rom the ‘existing twenty-two
L‘._:.,, % private sccondary schools. Forly sccondary school students from SSI and SSII
_y l‘( .. (twenty students from each of thc lcvel) were sclected with simple random
23 “BU‘ : 41 s technique from each of the schools; making a total oftwo hundred students in
/ \,' e all. Their age range was between 13 and 18years, w1th mean and standard
: deviation of 15.75 and1.56 rcspectively. |
'Instrumeutalwu' The two majox instruments uscd m the’ collcctlon of data from the
Fiw ~ respondents was sclf-dcvclopcd .

g i. Scll-concept ‘I'raits Qucsl:omwrcs (SCI'Q) was a,10-item scalc on a
 responsc scale ranging from ledst like me (1) to most likc me (4). The
t .‘ - - : , . -.: e B
i . ‘ 134 j ‘ F R
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‘f Anstrument_has ‘an alphu goclficient of 77 using Rulon's split- hall
\ 3 ‘ relinbility, : "
%8 . \ii, Students’ lmlcplcncuuul Orientution Index (S1O1) was also a.10-ilem

scale measuring (he cxtent al which students hnvc created a mind-

7t

{8 c¢hange and mental ericntation from (he “take-a-job” mentality to

15 " “muke-t-job” mentality. The instrument was Tour likert scale types
“;‘ - ranging 'from :»nongly agred Lo strongly disagree. It has an alpha co-
? " clficient at .89 using Rulon's split hall reliability

i The 2008/09 pxomolwnul oxamination results of Llhc rc.\spondcm.s1 -wcre
! |’ - used to determine their cognitive compelencces. The mean scorc of-four
s L : corc subjcets (Iinglish Language, Mathematics, Biology and Yoruba) for
“ : cach student was computed-and uscd.

g Method af Data Analysis: The data obtaincd werce subjccted to multiple regression analysis,
~ + - corrclation cocf[" cicnts and z-test statistical tools usmg thc SPSS computcer

packaocs : : ! 'i. ,
Results ~ . : : il
Research Hypothesis 1
There is no significant compositc cffcet of sclf-conccpt trait and cnlrcprcncuual oricntation

on students’ academic achicvement.

Table 1: - éununary of nifiltiple Regres. sion Analysis between the Predlctor and C ! iterion
variables i [
Multiple , . Analysis of Variance . s
Regression b Model [ SS DI | MS s Sig.
| Analysis i : .
R =478 Reercssion | 1863.134 |2 [ 931.567
R =.171 Residual  [-13659.842 | 197 | 69.339 13.339 | s*
w27 . 7 v . .
| AdjR"=.169 .| Total " 15522.976 | 199 ; :
SIE=5.321" o e D g | & ' - § feal
T A .-
(a) Predictors (co-cT: icicnlg SCT and EO. :

(b)  Criterioh = Acaderhic Performance
S*= Signiﬁcant.

bserved R .of 478 was significant at the .05 level. It shows that there is ‘a predictive
) 'omlup between, lhc pl‘CdlC[Ol‘ varlablcq and the crltcnon varmblcs The analysis of

_ctcforc the null hypothesis lhal there is no 51g111ﬁcant comp051te effect of self—concept tralt
nd: entreprencurial oricntatign-on students’ academic performance cannot be sustained by
thcsc ﬁndmgs hcncc the hypolhcm was rc_|cclcd ,

Rcscarch HypotheslsZ e - ;

the cntcrxon vanablc

e PR ‘1‘"\1 TGS AR Y
_ ”:;;»’% tﬁ%&g&%“

[

»nu'cprcncunal oncntzmon (I30) are rclated. to the academic achievement of the students. Thc _

y There is no significant rclative contnbuuon of cach of thc mdcpcndcnt variables on .

3 AL
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Table 2; Relative  Comribwtlions of Self-concept Trall and Entrepreneutiul 1o 1he
observed varicice i Stiudenty Academle Performence. A
Unestandurdized | Standurdized
Model ' Coclliclenty Cocllicient { Sig,
‘B Sl Beln i .
Sell-coneept ‘Tralt | .27] 038|299 4,333 | .000 !
Entreprencurial 069 043 086 1411 |.163 ; b
Orientation , ! 4
(Constant) 10.161 .590 ‘ 3,706 |.000 ° :
‘N l ; 4 o ’ ; ; ;
Dependent Variable: Studeiit Academie Perlormance (SAP), ’ v 4
The result in Table 2, showed the standardized cocfficicnt valucs for .ﬁ:clf-conqcpl trait and
- entreprencurial orvientation as 299 und .086 tespectively. The implication of this is that sincc !
scll-concept trait has higher beta value than entreprencurial orientation, this makes it a Bcucr
predictor of academic performance among sccondary school students. 'Thus, while sclf-
. concepts trail is a significant predictor, entreprencurial orientation is not.. ;
] LT ' :
5 1
= Rescarch Hypothesis 3 ' Sl o ;
| S Fhere is no signilicant diffcrence between malé and female: students’ Sclf-concept trait,
0.2 entreprencurial orienlation and academic performance: =i s g L
Tuble 3: Comparison  of Male and Female Students’. Self-Concept  Trait,.
Ll Entrepreneurial Qrientation and Academic Achievement. . A e
Variable ' : Gender N X SD Mean | DI Zecal | P
diff i '
“Sell-Concept : Malc 100 3530 | 7.34 . -
g , 2 69| 198 | 2316 | C*y
Trait | Female 100 | 31.61 [ 8.13 : 7, 4B g1
§: | Entreprencurial Orientati Male | ] 100 |25.82 |7.05 200 [198 |1478 |Ns | -
e e S ol Female | 100 | 27.92 | 8.15 - sifped
: L Male [ 100 [ 26.94 | 4.82' e ' NS
“Acade . Jyieve e > L I 1.398 NS B
-Academic Achievement VoAl 100 [ 25.63 1499 131 198 ) ,
S* = Significant : .

NS = Not Significant

iEhe outcome of the findings of rescarch hypothesis 3 as shown in Table 3 above revealed no

significant dilfcrence belween male and female students both in entreprencurial oricntation
Eand-academic performance. There is however a significant gender difference in (he sclf-
CPL trails. The sclf-concept traits of male students are higher with a mean score of 35 36,

A

arcd to their female counterparts with a mean score of 31.61. " -

"US'SliOll i . By oL i atonbg .’Jr"".s!' s hol MU EeVaat
1ﬁdmgs of this study as shown in Table 1 indicated that a combination. of sclf-concept
réprencurial orientation when taken together could be a good predictor, of-students’.
’13(’3 demic performance. The result showed that 17.1% of the variance in the“students
academic performance was accounted for by the predicting variables when taken together.
' ;g‘pe relationship between the predictor and criterion variable yiclded a coefficicnt of multiplc

regression of 478, while the obscrved F-ratio was, 13.434, significant at .05 level. The
outcome of this finding is cvidence that students’ performance cotild not:havg occurred B
-chance. “Thus, the results agree with the fescarch findings of Sanders, Ficld & Dicgo (2001
. Olatoye (2006), Levie (1999), Sapiro (2002), Jude (2003) and Sarumi (2004), that academi

-success is a manifestation of good sclf-concept and enlreprencurial cducation; that provide

136 e
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I nln‘wlll( the contest (o |cnlnlnb olhet buale skills and motlvating them to want o b
ylhde ) i

Mo,

e results obtalned fom ‘Tils, 2 reveled that solf-concopt was found (0 be o good sed
” (:1\x‘:c'r‘i:::c||cllcl()|'|c)fNlu'dcllln‘v academle potformance, ‘The bcln‘wﬂuc of ‘2’)? Wit {mrr.d o b
significant at alpha level of 05, ‘The lmplicatlon for these findings may be ¢ ".c‘"’ (he faet that
one's success n 1ife or otherwie depend to a large extent on what one helieves ahout gelf.
(i study therefore corroborale the findings of Helmke (l‘)'94)., Sandern et "",‘ (2001) snd
Olatoye (2006) that sell-concept Is a valuable educational objective that helped in mproving

other learming outcomes related to academic success,
' 4 ]

) I | Lol
F\ The vesuliy'of hypothesis 3 qﬂhown in Table 3 rcvealed a significant gender difference in the
3 scu‘.c‘of\ccpl trait., There is however no §igniﬁ¢§nnl difference between male nnd'fcmnlc
1 swdents; entreprencurial oricntation and academic performance, :f hc‘ou(c?mc of this study
B i not spack much surprisc, as the ﬁnd,ing.lk of (his h.ypolhcsis is a[conflnrmalion of Chan
‘r{?’ (2005) that both genders are aware of (heir entreprencurial knowledge deficiencics, in spitc of
the fact that male sudents are more confident,” This study also negates the findings of White

i
A
o

Ko e lijghcr‘sutccss ratc than malc. r
o) | ‘ 4
' ! i /
tlldy'is the significant relationship between self-concept
BSS" and cntreprencurial cducation in predicting academic success and Inot just acadcmic.
'7 performance. I is crystal clear that the academic success of cvery child transcends just morc,
. (han passing or certification but being able to be ‘sell” all the time and able to create wealth %
& from cducation for national and sclf devclopment.  Creating a change in thc menta] =
oricntation of our students from fake-a-job mentality to (he mnkc';-n-job mentality will
definitcly culminatc academic success (Alebiosu & Akintayo, 2006). ‘
Therefore, self concept and entreprencurial behaviour are fundamental traits or behaviour that
¢ . cnhances not just academic success but economic success. The implication of this is that
Nigerian government should make cducation a pivot (o national devclopment while school’.”
counsclors, teachers and adxhﬁ;islrators should find means of boosting students’ sclf-concept

and entreprencurial behaviours. ! , :

Recommendations, I ; :

Given the Significance of the finding of this study at this crucial transition period of the -
+ country rom simple [arming system into. a complex industrialized pne. there is need to

practically introguce entreprencurial education into our educational system. This will bring

about academic success that is not just certificate oriented but cducations that bring about
- “Child’s Total Develppment (CI'D)". If this is objectively done it would also remove (he
Ef. . mehace of cxamination malpractices in Nigerian schodls, | i

; ' : 1 |

Also, lhc_school counsclors and ‘para-counscllors should plan and support clleetive school-

based guidance programme that will cnhance students’ self-concept, self-efficacy and self-

esteem. ; ] . 1
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