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Abstiract
Gender-based violence (hereafier GBY) 15 a social issve that increases in all Layers of socety duning
{'ﬂ"lu”ll'l-I’J;am.‘nnm:immgaq.mnb}miwnfﬂmnudyiuumﬂthwmh]mnrqrnlu:lnd'm
weleciad Nigerian newspapers reporing of GBV. Data for this study were retrieved from the printed copaes of
The Vanguard, The Punch, Daily Trust, Premium Times, This Day and The Guardian DECWSPEPETS MEports m
representing the social actors and other activitics relating to COVID-19 GBY, published between 2020 and
2021 The selected data were analysed using insights from Halliday's systemic funconal grammar (SFO)
and van Lecuwen's socio-scmantic calegornisation version of critical discourse analysss (CDA ). The findmgs
show ﬂulmdcuhdxm[mlmian}.bmhnfmmpﬂ:maﬁhprudﬂd#mmﬂy&
victim as a passive ageni and the perpeirator as 2n active agent. In all, the social actors arc represented ssng
cxclusion, sctivation, determination, indetermination, functionalisation, instrumentalisanon, passIvahon,
identification, possessivisation, nomination, association, dissociation, categorisanon and collectmsation.
The representations, therefore, foreground the labelling of the social actors as punching bags, voice oot
mulluhjnﬂ.nhjennrhit;mdmumpisu.bmchcﬂ,uﬂm
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