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ABSTRACT 

 

The emergence of e-commerce in Nigeria has introduced significant security challenges alongside its technological 

benefits. As internet adoption grows, the protection of networks and computer systems has become a critical concern 

for crime prevention. A secure e-commerce environment must go beyond basic privacy, ensuring that sensitive data 

is protected from both unauthorized misuse and malicious destruction. This paper argues that comprehensive security 

measures are a fundamental prerequisite for any organization initiating electronic commerce (e-commerce) activities. 

It explores the complexities of inherent system vulnerabilities and provides insight into the implications of security 

breaches within the Nigerian digital landscape. By prioritizing a "security-first" approach, companies can better 

navigate the risks associated with online transactions and ensure long-term operational resilience. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The exponential growth of the internet has catalyzed a search for innovative technologies to facilitate effective global 

business (Yusuf, 2009). Consequently, commerce is undergoing a revolutionary shift toward electronic commerce, 

defined as the digital delivery of information, products, services, and payments (Mandić, 2009; Wilson et al., 2009). 

However, as organizations bridge private networks with the public internet, security has emerged as a paramount 

concern, particularly in sensitive sectors such as banking (Rahman, Rezaul & Hossain, 2009), because the internet’s 

original architecture did not prioritize security-critical applications; its adoption for global trade carries inherent risks. 

This paper argues that a "security-first" framework is a fundamental prerequisite for any organization initiating e-

commerce activities in the Nigerian landscape. By reviewing core digital business processes and examining 

vulnerabilities, the study provides visibility into the complexities of security breaches. Ultimately, it evaluates various 

attempts to transition the internet toward more secure technologies to ensure the resilience of the digital economy. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

E-COMMERCE 

While e-commerce has not altered the fundamental principles of business, it has revolutionized traditional processes, 

often transforming them beyond recognition (Zheng, 2009). This modern framework relies on a robust information 

base and the creation of digital resources to facilitate seamless interaction between sellers, buyers, and customers. The 

impact of e-commerce is visible across all business dimensions, from customized product design and the identification 

of potential markets to the electronic transmission of real-time product information (Winn & Wright, 2000). By 
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integrating online advertising, marketing, automated order-taking, and digital support, e-commerce significantly 

enhances the overall customer experience. 

 

Furthermore, the adoption of e-commerce yields substantial operational benefits, primarily through cost reductions 

driven by competitive procurement and the streamlining of payment processing (Janson & Cecez‐Kecmanovic, 2005). 

It transcends geographical boundaries by making detailed product specifications, costs, and sizes accessible to a global 

audience, thereby fostering improved customer relationships through the rapid dissemination of information. This 

digital shift often eliminates the need for traditional wholesalers and retailers, directly lowering consumer prices. 

Additionally, e-commerce minimizes lead times from order to delivery, provides more effective linkages with clients, 

and opens new vistas for organizational growth by offering easy, cost-effective access to a broader customer base. 

Ultimately, the faster feedback that loops are inherent in digital platforms enhances an organization’s ability to conduct 

sophisticated product and market analysis. 

 

E-COMMERCE-APPLICATIONS 

Electronic commerce offers a diverse array of applications tailored to the needs of individuals and organizations, 

effectively migrating traditional marketplace activities to the digital realm ((Janson & Cecez‐Kecmanovic, 2005). 

Primarily, it serves as a robust platform for marketing products and services, allowing businesses to reach a global 

audience with precision. Beyond promotion, e-commerce facilitates the end-to-end sale and distribution of goods, 

supported by integrated online payment systems that ensure secure and efficient financial settlements. 

 

Moreover, these digital platforms are instrumental in managing customer relationships, providing tools for 

personalized engagement and long-term loyalty. For the modern organization, e-commerce technologies extend into 

enterprise management and remote access, enabling seamless operations regardless of physical location (Ebrahim & 

Irani, 2005). Finally, the scope of e-commerce encompasses the digital delivery of entertainment and the execution of 

complex banking and financial transactions, proving that nearly any commercial interaction can be optimized through 

the web. 

 

Online Marketing 

In the domain of digital commerce, organizations leverage sophisticated website features to attract and retain 

customers through targeted online marketing strategies (Javalgi, 2005). Advertising within this space has evolved 

significantly; for instance, web browsers utilize frames and banners to designate specific display areas for promotional 

content. These advertisements range from basic static images and simple animations to highly complex, dynamic 

services that are fully integrated with customer profiles to ensure relevance and personalization. 

 

Beyond mere visibility, modern e-commerce platforms prioritize interactivity through robust feedback services. These 

mechanisms empower users to provide direct evaluations, offer product recommendations, and participate in 

structured customer surveys regarding site content and product quality. By analyzing this real-time data, organizations 

can refine their offerings, improve user experience, and foster a more responsive business model. Furthermore, these 



1st Annual National Conference of the School of Applied Sciences, 26-30 October 2009 

3 
 

marketing efforts are increasingly optimized for mobile integration, ensuring that the "phone site" experience is as 

feature-rich as its desktop counterpart. This cross-platform consistency is vital for maintaining customer engagement 

in an era where mobile devices are the primary gateway for digital transactions. 

 

Online Ordering 

The selling and distribution of goods and services over the internet represents a foundational process within the 

electronic commerce ecosystem. In the case of tangible (physical) products, e-commerce solutions do not operate in 

isolation; they typically interface with existing Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) and sales distribution systems to 

synchronize inventory management, logistics, and physical fulfillment (Wang, 2009). This integration ensures that an 

online order triggers a seamless chain of events in the physical supply chain, from warehousing to "last-mile" delivery. 

 

Conversely, intangible (digital) products such as software, high-resolution graphics, music, and other multimedia 

content benefit from a specialized distribution model. These "soft products" can be delivered directly via the internet, 

bypassing traditional physical logistics entirely. This method allows for instantaneous fulfillment, significantly 

reducing overhead costs associated with packaging and shipping. By leveraging high-speed data transfer and secure 

download protocols, e-commerce platforms can provide a global distribution network that is both scalable and highly 

efficient. 

 

Online Payment 

The selection of a payment medium is strategically determined by the specific needs of a business and its consumer 

base, typically encompassing digital cash, electronic debit cards, and credit cards. However, the integration of these 

financial instruments necessitates a rigorous framework to address critical concerns such as transaction security, legal 

liability, and the synchronization of payment with order fulfillment. 

 

In the specific case of credit card transactions, a multi-layered verification process is employed. The system performs 

real-time authentication of the customer's credentials and credit standing before the acquiring bank authorizes the 

transfer of funds (Karnouskos, 2009). This instantaneous handshake between the e-commerce gateway and the 

financial institution is vital for mitigating fraud and ensuring that the merchant can proceed with confidence. As e-

commerce continues to evolve, the ability to manage these complex relationships between the buyer, the seller, and 

the banking infrastructure remains the cornerstone of a reliable digital marketplace. 

 

Managing Relationship 

Beyond its role as a transactional platform, the internet serves as an indispensable tool for fostering and maintaining 

strategic relationships between an organization and its diverse stakeholders (Shankar Urban & Sultan, 2002). It 

provides a centralized gateway for internal access, allowing customers to obtain comprehensive technical support and 

troubleshooting for products or services through digital interfaces. To enhance this user experience, advanced site 
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search capabilities are integrated, enabling stakeholders to navigate complex information architectures and retrieve 

relevant data with minimal friction. 

In the context of online account management, transparency is prioritized by granting customers the autonomy to track 

their orders in real-time. Furthermore, these systems provide flexibility to modify order details such as shipping 

addresses or item quantities directly through the web interface. This level of self-service not only reduces the 

administrative burden on the organization but also empowers the consumer, building a foundation of trust and 

operational efficiency that is vital for long-term brand loyalty. 

 

Enterprises Management and Remote Access 

Electronic commerce serves as a sophisticated strategic tool for enhancing and managing the complex network of 

relationships between an enterprise, its customers, and its global business partners. By digitizing these touchpoints, 

organizations can transcend traditional communication barriers, ensuring that interactions are not only faster but also 

more data-driven and transparent. 

 

Strengthening Enterprise Relationships 

B2C (Business-to-Consumer) Engagement: E-commerce platforms facilitate a direct line of communication, 

allowing businesses to provide personalized experiences, rapid support, and loyalty programs that are tailored to 

individual consumer behaviors. 

B2B (Business-to-Business) Integration: For business partners and suppliers, e-commerce enables the 

synchronization of supply chains through Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) and shared digital portals. This 

transparency reduces friction in procurement, inventory management, and collaborative forecasting. 

Operational Transparency: By providing stakeholders with real-time access to order statuses, contract terms, and 

historical data, enterprises build a foundation of mutual trust. This digital visibility minimizes disputes and streamlines 

the resolution of logistical or financial discrepancies. 

Entertainment 

Entertainment has emerged as a cornerstone application of e-commerce, transforming how media is consumed and 

monetized. In this digital marketplace, consumers can select and purchase audio and video content in purely electronic 

forms, bypassing the need for physical discs. This shift is supported by sophisticated e-commerce infrastructures that 

manage digital rights and high-speed data delivery. Key entertainment activities facilitated by e-commerce include: 

Video on Demand (VoD): Users can stream or download cinematic content instantly, with payment systems 

integrated directly into the viewing platform. 

Multi-User Gaming: E-commerce enables the purchase of games, in-game assets, and subscription services, 

supporting vast virtual economies and real-time interactive experiences. 

Online Discussions and Social Communities: Premium access to specialized forums, fan communities, and live-

streamed events is managed through secure digital gateways. 
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By leveraging these capabilities, the entertainment industry has shifted from a product-based model to a service-

oriented model, where accessibility and instant gratification are the primary value drivers for the modern consumer. 

Banking and Financial Transactions 

Banking and financial services have been profoundly transformed by the integration of e-commerce, enabling the 

realization of complex transactions through digital interfaces. Home banking has evolved into a comprehensive suite 

of services, allowing users to manage their personal finances without the need for physical branch visits. By utilizing 

credit cards, e-currency, and secure digital wallets, consumers can engage in a global economy from any internet-

enabled device. The web facilitates a wide spectrum of sophisticated financial activities, including: 

Investment and Securities: Real-time access to stock market information, financial news, and digital platforms for 

bidding on tenders. 

Capital Movement: Seamless execution of bank-to-bank transfers, international money remittances, and 

instantaneous peer-to-peer payments. 

Account Management: Direct control over the debit and credit of accounts, enabling users to monitor balances and 

authorize payments in real-time. 

Operational Efficiency: The automation of these processes ensures that financial institutions can operate with higher 

precision, lower overhead, and 24/7 availability. 

This digital financial ecosystem relies heavily on robust encryption and authentication protocols to maintain the 

integrity of every transaction, making it the backbone of modern global commerce. 

 

3.   SECURITY ISSUES IN E-COMMERCE 

In the context of this research, security is defined as the strategic framework by which a system protects digital objects 

to ensure their confidentiality and integrity (Kraft & Kakar, 2009). This comprehensive approach includes the 

protection of information privacy, the safeguarding of systems against unauthorized access, and the defense of 

networks against Denial of Service (DoS) attacks (Khasawneh Al Azzam & Bsoul, 2009). According to Bayode 

(2008), a secure system commands sufficient trust to handle sensitive data, thereby preserving the integrity of the 

information it contains. Integrity, in this sense, refers to the ability to maintain the trustworthiness of digital objects 

by protecting them from any form of unauthorized modification or tampering. 

 

Currently, security issues top the corporate agenda for organizations seeking to establish a viable internet presence, 

leading to an enormous collective effort to satisfy the need for robust digital defenses. The primary areas of the internet 

where security concerns are most prevalent include the protection of private enterprise networks when connected to 

the public web and the safeguarding of sensitive financial environments, such as online banking (Schmidt, 2009). 

Given that the internet’s original architecture was not designed with security-critical applications in mind, it is 

imperative to address these vulnerabilities to ensure the long-term resilience of global electronic commerce. 
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4. SECURITY VULNERABILITIES AND AVAILABLE SECURITY TECHNOLOGIES FOR 

SECURE TRANSACTIONS 

 

4.1 SECURITY VULNERABILITIES  

The integration of e-commerce into business operations introduces specific technical vulnerabilities. Addressing these 

requires a combination of robust policies and advanced security technologies. 

 

(i) E-mail Vulnerabilities and Connectivity 

E-mail remains the primary communication channel between customers and online companies; however, its usage 

exposes organizations to significant security threats (Wang, 2009). Company databases have been compromised or 

destroyed simply by an employee opening a malicious application sent via email. Furthermore, e-mail connectivity 

requires a data path from the external environment to internal systems. To mitigate risks, a bastion host should be used 

to receive and screen messages before forwarding them to the internal network. Multimedia content remains a 

challenge, as it may contain malicious scripts that bypass standard filters. A critical safeguard is to configure e-mail 

clients, so they do not automatically execute or run attached programs. 

 

(ii) Online Ordering and Database Integrity 

Interactive marketing and online ordering systems often require access to an organization’s internal authentication 

details, making them susceptible to eavesdropping and security breaches. Online payment and automated ordering 

represent the highest level of internet commerce, but are often subject to subversion. Poorly written programs can be 

"tricked" into altering restricted database areas or granting unauthorized access to private data, thereby compromising 

the system's integrity. 

 

(iii) Downloadable Software 

Downloadable programs are a major source of concern within the internet community. The primary risk associated 

with these applications is the potential to subvert system security, as it is often difficult to verify if the software 

originates from a legitimate or secure source. 

 

4.2 AVAILABLE SECURITY TECHNOLOGIES FOR SECURE TRANSACTIONS 

Several technologies exist to secure internet-based business transactions (Saghafi NasserEslami & Esmaili, 2009). 

Their proper implementation is essential for reducing security risks. 

Internet Firewalls: A firewall is a system or group of systems designed to enforce security policies between an 

organization’s private network and the Internet. It acts as a gatekeeper, determining which internal services are 

accessible to outsiders and which external services are available to insiders. A firewall provides a centralized point to 

monitor security, generate alarms, and deliver information to customers while shielding the rest of the protected 

network. 
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Cryptography: This technique converts information into a "cryptic" or encrypted form before it is stored or 

transmitted over insecure channels. Cryptography protects confidentiality by making data unreadable to unauthorized 

third parties and ensures integrity by preventing malicious actors from falsifying or modifying the encrypted 

information. 

Digital Watermarking: This technology is designed to protect digital content (such as software, music, or images) 

from illegal copying and copyright violations. By embedding information such as the owner’s ID or system control 

codes directly into the content, creators can track and secure their intellectual property online. 

Electronic Certificates: To address the challenge of identifying users in a digital environment where parties cannot 

see each other, electronic certificates serve as a vital authentication tool. They secure credit card details and personal 

identification numbers (PINs), providing a "digital handshake" that proves both the consumer and the online shop are 

legitimate. 

 

The rigorous application and implementation of these technologies are fundamental to reducing security threats and 

fostering a resilient environment for global business transactions. 

 

5. Conclusion 

The internet has undeniably become a permanent fixture in the global landscape, and e-commerce continues to gain 

significant ground as a primary vehicle for trade. However, the current architecture of the web does not yet offer a 

perfectly secure platform for digital commerce. While substantial progress has been made through the development 

of sophisticated encryption and firewall technologies, real vulnerabilities persist. Overcoming these challenges 

requires a dual approach: the deployment of adequate security technologies and a shift in user behavior. Users must 

take individual responsibility for understanding security policies and employing available mechanisms to protect their 

own data. In the Nigerian context, commercial transactions still largely rely on physical contact between parties, 

indicating that e-commerce is currently in its nascent stages. This developmental phase presents a critical opportunity 

for stakeholders to engage in meaningful dialogue. Now is the most appropriate time to evolve robust national policies 

and a suitable regulatory framework that aligns with international standards. By establishing a secure and acceptable 

environment for all participants, Nigeria can transition from traditional physical dealings to a resilient, high-trust 

digital economy where business can be conducted securely and efficiently. 
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