NATI ONAL TRANSFOR MATI ON AGENDA AS A VERI TABLE TOOL FOR
CHALLENGES FAQA NG ENTREPRENEURSH P EDUCATI ON I N FEDERAL
POLYTECHN CS INN GERI A STUDENTS PERSPECTI VES

By

I RO 1 DORQ Bose Charlotte
Office Technol ogy Depart nent,
The Federd Pdytechnic llarq Qqun Sae
e-mail: iro-ldte @ahoo.com

AYODELE Kolawole A anrewaj u
Office of Irstituional Efectiveness (A B
Babcock University llishan llishan GQgun Sae N geria
e- mail: ayodel ek @abcock edu ng

&

JI MOH Tajudeen Adisa
Federa Polytechnic, llaro

Presented at Gonference Qrganised by
Schoal of Applied Science, The Federal Pol ytechnic,
llaro, Qyun State, 2013
Abstract

The Ngerian governnent in her effort to ensure job opportunities for students ater graduating from
the tertiary instituion introduced a conpulsory Entrepreneurship Education course irnto the
curricdum o tertiary imstituions. The government believed that wth the acquisition o
entrepreneurshi p skills, students can set up business erterprises ra her than remainjobless for along
period ater graduation This paper focuses on the National Transformetion Agenda as a veritable
tod on challenges facing entrepreneurship education in Federal Polytechnics in South- Vst Go-
Politicd Zone. Three research questions were formulated and the researcher designed a
questionndaire tagged “Challenges in Entrepreneurship Education Questionnaire (CEEQ which was
used to obtain data The sanple consisted of 300 students drawn fromthree Federal Polytechnics.
Random sanpling technique was used to select 100 students from each of the three Polytechnics.
Data cdlected were analysed using si nple percentage and one-way analysis o variance (ANOVA).
The results revealed that ertrepreneurship education delivered in Federal Polytechnics in South-
West Geo- Politicd Zones is nat challengi ng enough while lecture method was the promnent way of
teaching It was further reveaed that straegies used inthe teaching o entrepreneurship education
inthe polytechnics wll not sigrificantly influence students’ atitudes towards self-reliance (f ca =
2260 <f table =380 < P =.05. Aso the study revealed that to some extent National
Transfor mation Agenda has significart irfluence on entrepreneurship education inthe Polytechnics
(fcd =41172 >f table =3 840 <P =.05). It is therefore recommended that Ettrepreneurship
Education shoul d be encouraged by managing and delivering the conpulsory course in such a way
that it Wil provoke students’ i nquisition know edge and great er perfor mance and government shoul d
provi de adequate funding for effective i nplementation of the Programire.

Key Wrds: Challenges, Frtreprencurship Education, Federal Pol ytechnics, Sudents’ attitude,
Self-reliance.
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I ntroduction

Entrepreneurship education atenpts to provide the knowedge and learning
experiences to help students develop the skills associated wth starting a business verture.
These include Msioning, leading communicating, listening problem sdving nanaging
change, net working negotiating and teambuildng ( Adenuga & Ayodele, 2013, Sahl nan &
Sevendson, 1992).

The Wirld Economc Forum(2009) posited that entrepreneurship education is critical
for devel oping ertrepreneurial skills, atitudes and behaviours that are the basis for economc
growth They went further to say that access and exposure to ertrepreneurship wthin
educational systens a all levels are i nportant as they are the outreach to target audiences
outside traditional educational systens. Further nore, they opined that ertrepreneurship
education provides a mx of experiertial learning, skill buldng and most i nportartly,
m ndset shift. rtainly, they say that the earlier nore wdespread the exposure to
entrepreneurship and innovation the nore likel y students wil becore entrepreneurial, in one
for mor anather, a sone stage intheir lives.

While butressing the above, they quoted Drucker (1985) who says that most of what
you hear about entrepreneurshipis al wong It is nat nagic; it is nat nysterious; and it has
nothing to do wth genes. It is a discipline that can be learned Therefore, ertrepreneurship
education can help pronote an entrepreneurial and innovative cuture by changing mndsets
and provid ng the necessary skills. Schodls systems have traditionally focused on prowvi d ng
basic skills and ensuring students to secure future jobs — nat on teachi ng students to becone
entrepreneurs. Manwhile dobalization the rapid devel oprent of technology and the lower
cost of travel have changed the nature of work

However, enhancing youth devel opment especially undergraduates injob and wealth
creation is therefore becomng increasingly i nportart inthe soci o-economi ¢ devel opnent of
bath devel oped and devel oping economes as they account for significant percent of the
operators of the economy tonorrow (Qgunyem, 2005 Keldsen & Nelson 2000). Youth
entrepreneurs nake a substantia corntribution to national economies through their
partid pation in start-ups and their gcowth in snall and nedi um busi nesses (Lhited Nations,
2006). Their interests and activities inthe economc growh and devel opment especidly in
the area of SMES have received outstanding irterest of researchers. This nat wthstandi ng,
entrepreneurship is usually seen fromthe perspective of cass driven economy (economny
contraled majorly by the rich), Ayodele (2013), and Gelin (2005) due to its conplexty,
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particuarly, the rde of entrepreneurship education and its challenges have na been properly
docunentedin Ngeria

The rde of entrepreneurship education as a strategy for enhancing the labour nar ket
increation of enpl oynent, wealth creation poverty aleviation and provision of resources has
hel ped trenmendously to increase the nunber of entrepreneurial ventures inthe world The
energence of the private sector as the major partici pant/player inthe industrial devel op ment
of many countries has aso i nproved indvidual access in enployment opportunities, asoin
coping wth the challenges of unenploynent and the vicious cycle of poverty, the
devel opnent of self- enployment due to entrepreneurship education in schools becane the
last resort for them

Despite the i nportance of entrepreneurship education inthe devel opnent of national
econommy and despite the various efforts of governnent to accord ertrepreneurshipits gace in
its programmes and policies, nuch still need to be achieved in the developrment of
entrepreneurship education in Ngeria Over the years, it has also been observed that
Entrepreneurship Education delivered to post-secondary school students intheir various levels
seem not to be neeting the ains and the obectives for the conpulsory course. Mny
N gerians including bath nale and fe male undergraduates do not have the nanagerial ability
needed to establish and manage nodern businesses successfuly, thisisam nus inthe area of
job creation and economic enpower nent (Adenuga & Ayodele, 2013). Adility is a function
of the level of education, skills, atitude and experience of the individuals. Several studies
have shown that the najor crucial factors leading to unenploynent of the youth in mnost
countries of the worldis lack of entrepreneurial skills. Therefore, the study seeks to assess the
inpact of national transfor mation agenda as a wveritable tod for challenges facing
entrepreneurship education in Federal pd ytechnics insouth- west geo-palitical zone.

Objectives of the Sudy
This paper therefore ai med a achieving the fdlow ng obj ecti ves:
I. To identifythe strategies used inthe teaching of entrepreneurship education inthe
pol ytechni cs.
ii. To examne the influence of students attitudi nal behavi our toward Entrepreneurship
Education
iii. To investigate the challenges facing entrepreneurship education in Federal
Pol ytechnics in South- West Geo- Palitical Zone.
3



Research Questions

1 What arethe strategies usedinthe teaching of entrepreneurship educationinthe
Pol ytechni cs?

2 To what extent has the strategies usedinthe teaching of entrepreneurship educationin

the Pol ytechnics influence students’ attitudes towards self-reliance?

3 To what exent has National Transfor mation Agenda influence erntrepreneurship

educationinthe pa ytechnics?

Met hodol ogy

Research Design: This study adopted an ex-post-facto survey research design where

Particd pants:

Me asures

questionnaire were used to cdlect data fromthe respondents on the studied
variables.

The population of the study consisted of ertire students in the Federal
Pol ytechnics in South- West Go- Palitical Zone. A sanple of 300 respondents
were randomy selected across al disciplines in three (3) Pdytechnics in
South- Vést Geo-Political Zone, Ngeria which were selected through si nple
random sanpling techniques, these are The Federal Pdytechnic llaro, The
Federal Pdytechnic, Ado-Ekiti and The Federal Pdytechnic, Gffa The
random nature of the sampling procedure ensures that the sanple selected is a
true representative of the populaion The respondents were equally
represented interns of gender. The nean age of the respondents was 19.5

with an age range of 17-25 years.

B ographical Infor mation Sheet: The hiographical datainfor mation sheet was used to cdlect

infor nation onthe participants’ fact.

Challenges in Ertrepreneurship Education Questionnaire (CEEQ: CEEQ was self-

Procedure:

devel oped questionnaire by the researchers and was nade up of 30 itens.
CEEQ was factor analyzed into four subscales. The scale adopts a five-
point Likert-type format ranging from 1 (minnmum attraction) to 5
(maxi num attraction). The Gonbach’s alpha for the instrunent in this
studyis. 79

The researchers wth the help of two aher assistarts admnistered the
inventory on the particdpants. The data cdlection lasted 4 weeks. The
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conpleted inventories were thoroughly checked to ensure that they were
properly filled Al the inventories were returned. 283 questionnaires were
properly filled and valid for anal ysis, thus, 94 3% inventory admnistration
was recor ded

Data Analysis: Product noment correlation and hierarchical miltiple regression anal yses

were usedto anal yses the data calected

Resut
Table 1: Descriptive Satistics of the Responderts
SN \Variable Category NH283) Frequency %
1 Sex a Mle 131 46.3
b. Fenale 152 537
2 Age a 17- 20years 182 64.3
b. 21-25years above 101 35.7
3 Educational a |literae 42 14.8
Status of b. Primary School Leaver 65 23.0
Parents c. Secondary School Leaver 74 26. 2
d H gher Education 102 36.0
4 Fat hers’ a Trading Mirketing 57 20.1
Pr of essi on b. Gwl Servarnt 79 27.9
c. Teaching 40 14.1
d Banker 34 121
e.  No response 73 25.8
5 Mot her’s a Trading Mirketing 94 332
Pr of essi on b. AGwl Servant 42 14.8
c. Teaching 83 29.3
d Banker 21 7.4
e. No response 43 15.2

Source: Held Survey, 2013

The result of the anal ysis of the de mographic variables of the study revealed that nale
respondents were 131 representing 46.3% while fenale respondents were 152 (53 79%).
Respondents bet ween 17 and 20years of age were 182 (64.3% while those above the ages of
21-25years were 101 (35.7%. The educational status of the respondents’ parents were



grouped intofour namely no educational background were 14.8% pri nary school leaver were
23 % secondary school leaver were 26.2 while the highly educated (higher education) were
36% The denographical data on the fathers’ professions shows that 20.1% were traders or
marketers, 27.9% were dwul servants, 14.1% were in teaching profession 12 1% were
bankers, while 25.8%did not indicate their fathers’ profession Satistics on the frequency on
the nothers’ professions showthat 94 (33.2% were trader/ narketer; 42 (14.8% were civil
servants; 29.3% were teachers, 7.4% were bankers, while 1529% failed to indicate their

mot hers’ professi on

Table 22 Ertrepreneurshi p education and straegies i nval ved i nits teachi ng

SN Teachi ng strategies Oten Cccasionally  Rarely
1 Lectures 283(100% - -
2 Practical 104(36.7) 113(40) 66(23.3)
3 Peer prgects 101(357) 88(3L1) 94(33 2
4 Sole prgects 157(55.5) 39(13 9 87(30.7)
5 Se mi nars 81(28 6) 100(35.3) 102(36)
6 Held Trip/ excursions 73(25.8) 99(35) 111(39.2)
7 Case studies (Local) 67(237) 123(43 5) 93(329)
8 Case studies (Foreign) 29(10 2 56(19. 8) 198(70)

Note: N=283; Percertages (% arein brackets.

Table 2 above the pattern of students’ responses to the strategies used in the teaching of
entrepreneurship education in the poytechnics. It was observed fromthe table that those
met hods of teaching that can sti mulate easy learning of entrepreneurshi p education were less
rated by the students (for instance, practical teaching was rated 36.7% often used 40%
occasionally used, and 23 3%rarely used) while lecture nethod was the nost frequently used
inthe teaching of ertrepreneurship (100 9.



Table 3: Summary of Analysis of variance on the straegies wed in the teaching of
entrepreneurs hip educationint he polytechnics infl uence st udents’ datit udes t owards

self-reliance
Source of Sumof df Mean of Fvalue Sig
vari ation Square Square
Bet ween group 29 398 1 29,398
W t hin group 3667. 974 282 13 007 2. 260 .000

Total 3697372 283

The calcuated val ue of f =2 260 whichis less than the critical value of f =384 ind cates that
strategies used in the teaching of entrepreneurship education in the polytechnics wll not
si gnificantly influence students’ attitudes towards self-reliance (f ca =2 260 <f table =3 840
<P =.05).

Table 4 Summary of Analysis of variance of the irfluence of national transfor mation
agenda on ertrepreneurship educationinthe polytechnics

Source of Sumof df Mean of Fval ue Sig
vari ation Square Square

Bet ween group 33419 1 39.419

W thin group 2664. 618 282 9449 4.172 .017

Total 2698 037 283

The calcuated value of f =4 172 whichis greater thanthe critical val ue of f =3 84 indicates
that to sone exent national transfor mation agenda has significant influence on
entrepreneurship education inthe pdytechnics (f cal =4 1172 >ftable =3.840 <P =.05).

O scussion of the H nd ngs

The resut of the anal ysis on the students’ responses to the strategies invol ved in the
teaching of entrepreneurship education by lecturers is less satisfactory. The result further
revealed that lecture method is the nost frequently strategy used in the teaching of
entrepreneurship education by lecturers. Snce educationis a vta vehicle through which any
nation can experience grow h and devel opnent. It coul d then be deduced that if the teachi ng
of entrepreneurship education by lecturers is pragnatic enough and carefuly conducted in
schodls, the knowedge of erntrepreneurship will enable one to overcome the problem of
une nploynent and business challenges by being resourceful, ingenious, innovative, and
enduring This is supported by previous researchers (Adidu and Qannye, 2006,
Nwaogwugwu and Ugiagbe, 2008, Anerua and (biazi, 2009; Agetue and Nhandi, 2010).

7



Strategies used inthe teaching of entrepreneurship education inthe polytechnics will
not significantlyinfluence students’ attitudes towards self-reliance. The inplication of thisis
that students should nore expose to business opportunities through adequate training and
developnent in workshop and semnars, ertrepreneurship education that nust be nore
meaningfu them This study support the findings of Acalde, Cohard and Rueda- Cantuche
(2005) that challenges facing Entrepreneurship Educationis enor nous and affects students the
sanme way no natter their gender. This resut isin line wth Lee (2006) that reported that the
type of instituions attended by students deter mnes their level of entrepreneurial irterntion

Also it was revealing that national transfor mati on agenda has significant influence on
entrepreneurship education inthe pol ytechnics. This reveals the views of Igbokwe (2006) and
Csaseri (2010) that governnent, private individuals, banks and Non- Governnental
Organization (NGGs) have been assisting schools wth funds, logistics (infor nation), and
facilities (where available) that can be used for trainingthe students.

Concl usion

The Entrepreneurship Education delivered in Ngeria tertiary institutions is not
challenging enough. Snce the goal of entrepreneurship educationisinendedto enpower our
youths wth skillsthat wll enable the mengage inincone yieldng venture, if they are unable
tosecure jobs inthe public sector. It is areorientation fromjob seekers tojob creatars. Based
onthe anal ysis nade and the infl uences deduced fromthe study, it was concl uded tha

That student responses to the strategies invol ved inthe teaching of entrepreneurship
education by lecturers is less satisfactory. The strategies used in the teaching of
entrepreneurship education in the Polytechnics wll nat significantly influence students’
attitudes towards self-reliance and that to some extert Nitional Transformation Agenda has

significant influence on entrepreneurshi p education inthe Pal ytechnics.

Reco mne ndati ons
For Entrepreneurship Educationto overcone toits numnerous challenges, the fdlowng are the
researcher’s recomnendations based onthe findings of the study:
e The polides wthregardto entrepreneurshi p education need to be reMewed Teachers
involved in the teaching of entrepreneurship education should be involved in this

reMmew process, as this would alow themto cla m ownership of the pdides. If



teachers understand the goal of the pdicy they wll strive to achieve the goal.
Further nore, a pdicy franework needs to be established wth contrds in place to
ensure that pdides are correctly i nplenented and where problens are experienced
corrective neasures must be taken The pdicy framework nust also make prowvision
for a support systemfaor teachers teaching the subject. This support system nust be
able to provide guidance to teachers and assist in enhancing the way the subject is
taught.

e Ongoing training through regular workshops is required to support teachers and to
enhance the teaching of entrepreneurshi p educati on.

e Government should increase the budget for this government padicy in nandatory
Entrepreneurship Education and the budgeted sum should be released in order to

act ualize the purpose of the fund
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